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A trip like no other 

 

 

Shamshuddin Jusop, UPM 
 

 

Istanbul Here I come 

 

I took up a break from busy schedule in UPM for a few days to go places with the loved ones. 

This time around we headed towards Turkey, a country steeped in history and culture. People 

often says if you are looking for an adventure or something different, go to Turkey where Roman 

and Ottoman culture (including artifacts and/or ruins) are retained at their best to show visitors. 

Hence, for that very reason my wife (Fadzilah) and I with my daughter (Syazana) visited that 

country on April 13-22, 2019. The photos given below explains it all. 

 

 
 

The first day in Istanbul, the business capital of Turkey 
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A special pose in the street of Istanbul for the album 
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With Aiman the tourist guide who took us around in Turkey (middle) 
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Ladies of substance visiting Istanbul in 2019 

 

 
 

Sunset in Istanbul is something worth waiting for 

 

The sunset in Istanbul is something not to miss by tourists. The above photo was taken after 

dinner at a floating Turkish restaurant in Istanbul near the main bridge connecting Asia and 

Europe. 

 

The quest for  Black Tulip  

 

Go to Istanbul and see tulip. That will make you happy and live happily ever after. For all you 

know, Istanbul Tulip Festival is held in spring every year. While in Turkey, we did not miss the 

chance to see tulip blooming at its best in Emirgan Tulip Gardens, Istanbul. For all intents and 

purposes, it was a dream came true for me. I have seen tulip before, at a miniature garden in the 

Netherlands, but it is not the same as seeing it at the place of the origin, which is Turkey. Of 

particular interest to me then was to see black tulip, a rare species immortalized in the novel ï 

The Black Tulip - written by Alexandre Dumas. I was glad to spot the some black tulip in the 

garden. Thus, mission accomplished, I guess. 
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Black tulip spotted at the Emirgan Tulip Gardens, Istanbul 

 

Other tulip of various shades of colors seen in the Emirgan Tulip Gardens are shown below. The 

sights and sounds in the garden was amazing, to say the least. Tulip in the garden was so 

beautiful and spectacular, like it was in heaven ï never seen before in any garden I have visited 

all over the world, including Malaysia. Men and women from all walks of lives from the four 

corners of the globe were there to see tulip in full bloom.  
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A photo taken at the end of the tour of the tulip garden   
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The rise of the Ottoman Empire 

 

On the first day in Turkey, we spent time to see the legendary Grand Mosque of Bursa, which is 

one of the mosques built by the early Ottoman rulers. Constructed in 1396-1399 by Sultan 

Bayezid I, it is one of the Islamôs most revered sanctuaries. Located not far the Grand Mosque is 

the Green Mosque with its special calligraphic arts painted on the wall. Within a walking 

distance away is the Tomb of Sultan Bayezid I. It was from Bursa the then capital of the 

Ottoman Empire expanded till it captured the strategic Roman stronghold city of Constantinople, 

which was later re-named as Istanbul. Many Roman relics are still there for the eyes of visitors. 

 

 
 

Visitors walking towards the Green Mosque in Bursa 
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Spectacular calligraphic writing inside the Grand Mosque of Bursa 

 

 
 

Colorful decorative wall in the Green Mosque at Bursa 
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A photo taken with fellow travelers at the hotel of accommodation in Bursa 

 

Rumi, the Islamic philosopher and thinker 
 

During the Turkey trip we were brought to Rumi legendary Tomb to see what it was like. Rumi, 

the founder of Sufism, was originally from Persia. He was a renowned 13
th
 Century Islamic 

scholar, poet and thinker, respected by both the East and West. Some of his ideas and 

philosophies are cited by many in the four corners of the globe even today. 

 

 
 

A photo taken before we went to see RUMI Tomb 
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A photo taken in the garden near Rumi Tomb 
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Rumi Tomb has become a big tourist attraction over the years 

 

 


